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forth in ONWI-33(2). These criteria will form the basis for the topics to be
addressed in the GSCP.

Field Tests. This plan defines field testing, explains the role of field
testing in repository development, outlines the technical issues to be
addressed by field testing, describes the types of facilities needed for field
testing, and tells how field testing results are going to be used. To provide a
focus and perspective for NWTS field testing efforts, a scries of program
plans is being formulated to address the field testing needs for various candi-
date formations for a repository (salt, crystalline rock, argillaceous rocks,
tuff, and basalt). The purpose of this first document in the series of six is to
provide the general background and foundation for field testing on which
subsequent program plans applicable to the specific geologic media named
above will be developed.

Repository Sealing. This plan identifies and recommends technology
programs that need to be accomplished to fulfill the goals of the NWTS
program for repository sealing; recommends methods and schedules for
accomplishing the NWTS repository sealing program; shows the interrela-
tionship of other activities within the NWTS program; and classifies current
research and development activities directed toward repository sealing and
points out the areas that require additional or new studies, and identifies
where overlap may occur in the program.

Waste/Rock Interactions Technology
(WRIT) Program

The objectives of the WRIT program arc (I) to identify and characterize
mechanisms of waste form radionuclide release and subsequent geochemical
interactions with engineered barriers and natural geologic media, e.g.
leaching, solubility, and sorption; (2) to collect data and develop and eval-
uate the effectiveness of models that predict leaching, sorption, and release
processes in the repository and surrounding media; (3) to obtain, through
verification studies and documentation, the most acceptable test meth-
odologies for sorption, leaching, solubility limitations, and waste package-
geomedia interaction studies; and (4) to support repository site charac-
terization and licensing specifically through data generation, analysis, and
predictive model formulation.

The WRIT program began October I, 1979, as an outgrowth of tasks in
the former Waste Isolation Safety Assessment Program (W1SAP). The work
is managed by the Pacific Northwest Laboratory, which has establishedIt is also recognised that given questions will have
